Unit 2.1 Overview and Objectives

Unit 2.1 The Constitution
Common Core/Essential Standards:

	
	CE.C&G.1.4 Analyze the principles and ideals underlying American democracy in terms of how they promote freedom.

CE.C&G.1 Analyze the foundations and development of American government in terms of principles and values.

CE.C&G.1.3 Evaluate how debates on power and authority between Federalists and Anti-Federalists have helped shape government in the United States over time.

CE.C&G.1.5 Evaluate the fundamental principles of American politics in terms of the extent to which they have been used effectively to maintain constitutional democracy in the United States.

CE.C&G.2 Analyze government systems within the United States in terms of their structure, functions, and relationships.

CE.C&G.2.3 Evaluate the US Constitution as a "living Constitution" in terms of how the words in the Constitution and Bill of Rights have been interpreted and applied throughout their existence.

CE.C&G.3 Analyze the legal system within the United States in terms of development, execution, and protection of citizenship rights at all levels of government.

CE.C&G.3.1 Analyze how the rule of law establishes limits on both the governed and those who govern while holding true to the ideal of equal protection under the law.

CE.C&G.5 Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a means to balance competing interests and resolve conflicts.

CE.C&G.5.4 Explain how conflict between constitutional provisions and the requirements of foreign policy are resolved.

Essential Questions You Should Be Able to Answer:

1. Why was compromise necessary in the creation of the US Constitution? 

2. What roles do citizens play in democracy? 

3. How does the Preamble illustrate American ideals and principles? 

4. How effective is the US constitutional democracy? 

5. Why is having a limited government beneficial? 

6. What relationship exists between citizens and the government? 

7. What is America's national identity in terms of the role of government and its relationship to citizens? 

8. How have the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution played a role in the development of America's national identity? 


Key Terms and Concepts we will learn in Unit 1
Preamble, Articles, Amendment

Rule of Law, Federalism, Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances, Limited Government, Consent of the Governed

Elastic Clause, Full Faith and Credit, Supremacy 
Implied vs. Expressed Powers

.

“Essential Questions” or Key Concepts I still need additional explanations for before the test: (make notes of things you still do not understand 
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